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NIGERIAN ASSOCIATION OF PHARMACISTS & 
PHARMACEUTICAL SCIENTISTS IN THE AMERICAS 
(NAPPSA) STAKEHOLDERS SUMMIT COMMUNIQUÉ 

 
The Nigerian Association of Pharmacists and Pharmaceutical 
Scientists in the Americas (NAPPSA) held a Stakeholders Summit 
from 9th to 11th November, 2011 at the Sheraton Hotel and Towers, 
Abuja. 
 
The theme of the Summit was “Towards the Transformation of the 
Nigerian Pharmaceutical Sector.” 
 
Stakeholders from the Federal Ministry of Health and the Federal 
Ministry of Science and Technology attended.  Others include 
National Agency for Food and Drug Administration and Control 
(NAFDAC), Nigerian Institute for Pharmaceutical Research and 
Development (NIPRD), Raw Materials Research and Development 
Council (RMRDC), Pharmaceutical Manufacturers, Pharmaceutical 
Society of Nigeria, Pharmacists Council of Nigeria, Universities, 
and other major Stakeholders. 
 
The Summit was formally opened by the Honourable Minister, 
Federal Ministry of Health, Prof. C. O. Onyebuchi Chukwu. 
 
The Purpose of the Summit included identification of gaps and 
deficiencies which impede the development of the Nigerian 
Pharmaceutical Sector and to start the process of resolving these 
issues. 
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Deliberations were conducted in five areas namely: Pharmaceutical 
Quality & Manufacturing Capabilities, Clinical Trials, Regulatory 
Reform, Pharmacy Practice & Education, and Research & 
Development (R&D). 
 
Deliberations & Recommendations 
The Summit deliberated extensively on the Pharmaceutical Quality 
and Manufacturing Capabilities and proffered the following 
recommendations: 
 

�  Improvement of the infrastructure and enabling 
 environment to enhance the growth of the industry.  
�  Positive and encouraging government policies. 
�  Overhauling the laws regulating the industry to  encourage 
 local  manufacturing. 
�  Improving the pool of qualified personnel. 
�  Provision of low-cost funds. 
 
On the Clinical Trial Capability, the Summit recommends: 
 
�  Provision of appropriate and reliable laboratory facilities. 
�  Putting in place policies that will discourage corruption and 
 fraud in clinical trials.  
�  Improving the legal environment for intellectual property and 
 regulation to encourage sponsors to conduct clinical studies. 
 
 
The Summit deliberated on Regulatory Affairs and recommended 
the following: 
 
�  Regulation should be viewed as a collaborative effort between 
 the regulated and the regulators to move the industry forward. 
�   Effecting changes in the legal/court processes for  regulation 

 and enforcement. 
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�  Putting in place a sustained training programme for regulatory 
 personnel. 
�  Harmonisation among regulatory agencies to avoid 
 duplication and overlap of functions. 
�  Upscaling the penalty/punitive measures for violations. 
 

Deliberation on Pharmacy Practice and Education resulted in the 
following recommendations: 
 
�    Need to establish Doctor of Pharmacy (Pharm.D.) programme      

 as minimum  entry level for pharmacy practice. 
�     Need to restructure the curriculum of pharmacy schools to be     

 consistent with global standards. 
�  The National Drug Policy should be implemented. 
�  Clinical Pharmacy Practice should be implemented in 
 hospitals and community practice. 
�  Information technology should be used to help drive 
 improvement. 
 

On Research & Development Capabilities, the Summit recommends 
the following: 

�  Creation of Science Parks/R&D hubs at designated centres 
 with provision of  special infrastructural facilities.  
�  Provision of adequate power supply including alternative 
 sources such as solar energy. 
�  Provision of intervention funds as incentives. 
�  Facilitation of the completion of the Petrochemical Industry. 
�  Government to refine the framework for policy on intellectual 
 property. 
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Appreciation 
NAPPSA expresses its profound appreciation to the following 
sponsoring institutions: The Federal Ministry of Health, Federal 
Ministry of Science and Technology, National Agency for Food and 
Drug Administration and Control (NAFDAC), Nigerian Institute for 
Pharmaceutical Research and Development (NIPRD), Raw 
Materials Research and Development Council (RMRDC), 
Pharmaceutical Society of Nigeria, and Pharmacists Council of 
Nigeria. 
 
 
 
NAPPSA also appreciates its members who came from USA to 
participate in this programme and also the Local Organising 
Committee (LOC). 
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